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heaven and earth," "the king of the gods," and even "the god of
the gods." These seem, however, to be honorific expressions, used
by his votaries in the warmth of their hearts, with some touch ,of
Oriental hyperbole. Sin was more properly "the illuminator/'
" he who dwells in the sacred heavens," " he who circles round
the heavens/' and " the lord of the month." Further, for some
recondite reason which is not explained, he was selected to preside
over architecture ; and, in this connection, he is u the supporting
architect," " the strengthener of fortifications," a'nd " the lord of,
building." A close bond of sympathy united Sin with the two
other members of the second Triad. When the seven spirits of
evil made war in heaven, and directed their main attack upon
Sin, as the chief leader of the angelic tost, Shamas and Vul 1
instantly came to his aid, withstood the evil spirits, and, fighting
firmly side by side with Sin, succeeded in repulsing them. The
three gods are frequently conjoined in invocations, anathemas,
and the like. In offerings and festivals, however, Sin is united
with Shamas only, the place of Vul being taken by a goddess
who is entitled " the divine mistress of the world."

Sin was among the gods most widely and devoutly worshipped,
both in Babylonia and Assyria. He had temples at Ur,
Borsippa, Babylon, Calah, and Dur Sargina. The third month
of the year, called Sivan, was dedicated to him. In another
month not so dedicated, we find sacrifice to him prescribed on
nine days of the thirty. His name was widely used as an element
in royal and other appellations, as in Sennacherib, Sin-iddina,.
Sin-gasit, Naram-Sin, Sin-taggil, Sin-shar-uzur, and the like.
A crescent moon is the ordinary emblem of Sin, but sometimes
he is represented in a human form, with a long robe about him,
and a triple crown upon his head, the crown being surmounted
by a crescent.

Shamas, the sun-god, occupies the middle position in the
second Triad, which is either "Vul, Shamas, Sin/' or "Sin,
Shamas, Vul,'3 but more commonly the latter. His titles are
either general or special. In a general way he is called " the
establisher of heaven and earth," "the judge of heaven and
earth," "the warrior of the world," and "the regent of all
things ;" while, with direct reference to his physical nature, he is
" the lord of fire/1 "the light of the gods," "the ruler of the
day," and " he who illumines the expanse of heaven and earth."
The Assyrian kings regard him as affording them especial help
in war. He is " the supreme ruler, who casts a favourable eye
on expeditions/' " the vanquisher of the king's enemies," " the
breaker up of opposition." He " casts his motive influence " over
the monarchs, and " causes them to assemble their chariots and